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and trials. He mentions his poverty; he needs presents for the
Indians, clothing for himself, some medicines for the sick, and
some tobacco, which is money in that region. “These people
are so poor, and we likewise, that we cannot find a scrap of cloth
wherewith to make a compress; or a piece of stuff as large as
one’s hand, with which to mend our clothes.”

Ménard mentions the unusual mildness of the winter at Lake
Superior. He is uncertain how long he will remain at Kewee-
naw, and states that he must go to the spring rendezvous of the
Algonkins, at St. Esprit (Chequamegon) Bay. The letter at
this point (March 1) remains unfinished for three months; on
June 1, he resumes it, and gives a summary of his experiences
during the interval. The supply of fish was deficient this win-
ter, and “those .who wished to keep Lent suffered greatly;” but
after Easter they have, for a time, abundance of moose-meat.
This also failing, the Frenchmen, nine in number, leave the
Indians, and go in canoes to the rendezvous. The spring is
cold and stormy; “the winter and white frosts continued until
the middle of May.” Among the fugitive Hurons, many are
dying with hunger; and to this misery is added an attack by
their relentless foes, the Iroquois, and another by the Sioux.
Again they flee, seeking refuge in the forests of Central Wis-
consin,

Ménard sends some of the Frenchmen to an Indian chief, to
procure corn; but they do not return when he expects them, and
his provisions are almost gone. Joliet and a companion have
just left him; and, with the remaining three Frenchmen, he is
encamped near eighty cabins of Ottawas. |—/Jes. Relations, xlvi,
pp. 11-13, 127-145.

1660-61: MENARD’S LABORS AND DEATH.

[From the Jesuit Relation of 1662-63.]

[Synopsis: The Relation states that the news of Father
Ménard’s death is brought to Montreal, two years after the
event. The Frenchmen who had accompanied him to the
Ottawa country relate the particulars of the privations and



